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AN 


ESSAY, &c. 


My Rxv. AND VERY DEAR SIR, 


Few poſts ago, I was favoured with 
your very obliging and affectionate 
communication relative to the ſtate of the 
Miſſionary Society in the metropolis. Eve- 
ry circumſtance which you kindly and co- 
piouſly relate, relative to the proſperous 
ſituation of that Society and the equip- 
ment of the firſt miſſion, conveys ſenſible 
joy to my heart, and calls upon all my 
powers to admire, adore, and praiſe, that 
Divine Hand which has ſo viſibly conduEt- 
ed the whole. The Miſhonaries, you 
write, are failed !'* May the bleſſing of 
heaven attend them; may the almighty 
power of the Controller of the ocean pro- 
tect them; and may the Spirit of all Bee 
make their way proiperous R 
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But while your letter miniſtered much 
pleaſure, that agreeable ſenſation was very 
greatly abated by another circumſtance of 
which you give me a general detail; —you 
inform me that not a few eminently godly 


perſons, of different characters and deſ- 


criptions, who even in this lukewarm age, 
are the zealous friends of the peculiar doc- 
trines of the goſpel, and of the unadulte- 
rated purity of Divine inſtitutions; and who, 
having publicly enrolled their names as 


witneſſes for Chriſt and for the whole ſyt- 


tem of truth delivered down to this age at 
the exnence ofthe blood or martyrs in dif- 
zerent ages, —are fettered with many ſcru- 
ples reſpecting the conſtitution and manage- 
ment of the Miſſionary Society, conſiſting, 
as it does, of perſons of different and oppo- 
lite commumons, and jointly conſpiring to 
ſend Miſſionaries abroad of different, yea, 
of oppolite ſentiments with reſpect to the 


modes of Chriflian worſhip and of eccleſi- 
aſtical government. They are afraid that 


by joining with thoſe in public prayer and 
praiſe with whom they cannot join in 
church communion, they ſhould ſeem to con- 
tradict, or to act inconſiſtently with their 
Own public profeſſion ; to make themſelves 
tranſgreſſors, by building again the things 
which they have profeſſed to deftroy ; and 

to 
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to confirm thoſe in their miſtakes about 


Divine objects againſt whom they have ſo- 
}emnly profeſſed to bear a faithful and con- 
ſiſtent teſtimony. Sincerely and moſt af- 
fectionately do I ſympathize with theſe 
worthy and pious characters ſo entangled 
in ſcruples about, or prepoſſeſſions againit ſo 


noble a deſign as that which is the object of 


the Miſſionary Society. Durit 1 impute 
their coldneſs about, or their oppoſition to a 
work ſo palpably neceſſary and ſo evident- 
ly countenanced of God, to the ſame prin- 
ciple by which modiſh Chriſtians, or mere 
worldlings are aQtuated, with regard to it, 
I ſhould rank them among the other ob- 
jects of Chriſtian commiſcration, if not of 
contempt. But this is not the ſtate of their 
minds. Their ſcruples are evidently the 
offspring of tender conſciences, — but, at 
the ſame time, of conſciences only partially 
informed; of conſciences labouring under 
all the diſadvantages which ariſe from pre- 


poſſeſſion, and a too delicate temperament 


of theſe moral powers, ſtumbling from 
a defect of light in the underſtanding to 
direct them, and from an imperfect com- 
prehenſion of thoſe objects at which they 


are alarmed. 


I ſhall therefore. attempt to diſſipate the 


doubts, and to remove the ſcruples of ſuch 


A | con- 


* | 
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conſcientious characters by throwing what 
light I can upon thoſe objects in the miſ- 
ſionary buſineſs, about which difficulties 
nave been ſtarted, and by ſome induſtri- 
ouily magnified. This ſhall be done in anſ- 
wer to the following enquiries, — 


I. If it be enquired ſimply, 4 a miſſion to 


the unevangelized diſtricts of the world LA - 
FUL? Is it à matter morally obligatory on 


Chriſtians to endeavour by all methods confift- 


ent with the letter and ſpirit of Chriſtianity, to 


propagate the ſpiritual Kingdom of Chriſt in 
the world, and to diffuſe the knowledge of his 
perſon, character, and underiaking, lo the na- 
tions fitting in darkneſs, and ready to periſh for 
lack of knowledge ? 

I anſwer, — 1 ſhould be loth for the ho- 
nour of human nature to ſuppoſe that any, 
with reaſon in their heads, the feelings of 


humanity in their hearts, and Bibles in 


their hands, could aniwer this enquiry in 


the negative. Sadduces, Socinians, and the 


abject //aves of the mammon of unrighte- 
ouſneſs, muſt and will, agreeably to their 
principles and their ruling paſſions, look 


attempts to enlarge tke boundaries of the 
Mediatorial Kingdom; but all conſcienti- 
ous Chriſtians, who know the importance 


coolly and contemptuouſly upon all pious 


of 


( * 


of Salvation to the human family, will 

ſhudder at the idea of being aſſociated with 
ſuch characters, and in the emphatic lan- 
guage of the Patriarch will exclaim, O my 


ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret ; unto their 


aſſembly be not thou united! Chriſtians and 
Chriſtian churches are unworthy of, and 
forfeit their relation to Jeſus Chriſt the Sun 
of righteouſneſs, the Light of the world, it 


they be not alſo, in their meaſure, the light 


of the world too, and like a city ſet upon an 
hill which cannot be hid. 


II. If it be enquired, I an evangelic mif- 


fion SEASONABLE at this time? | anſwer, 


without helitation, = UNDOUBTEDLY ! Let 
Chriſtians direct their eye to the occur- 
rences of Providence in the few laſt years 
of this century, and entertain a doubt, if 
they can, that the Divine Mediator, the 
appointed Ruler of the Univerſe, is making 
his way through all interpoſing obſtruc- 
tions to Arengtben the Rakes and io lengthen 
the cords of his own tabernacle on earth, and 
to make his name known in every region 
which the Sun, his appropriate emblem, 
viſits in his diurnal courſe. Have not the 


| hitherto unknown parts of the globe, 3 in- 


| |  habited 
Q Gen xlix. 6. F Matth. v. 145 1 155 16. 


8 
habited by our benighted brethren of the 
human family, come to the knowledge of 


Europe within thoſe few years? Is it that 
we may fit ſtill? Is it that the European 


nations may continue to undervalue and 
contemn their privileges, and add to the 3 
cauſes of their condemnation by coolly ſuf- 1 


tering their leſs- favoured brethren to periſh, 
like themſelves, in a leſs criminal ignorance? 
Has not He who poſſeſſes all power in 
heaven and on earth been, of late years, 
tearing down the hitherto impregnable bar- 
riers of the kingdom of ſuperſtition, error, 
and ignorance in Europe? Has he not, in 
the diſplay of lis regal power, been pre- 
' paring the means and paving the way tor 
the more extenſive exerciſe of his prophe- 
tic authority in France, Italy, and other 
diviſions of the Continent hitherto inacceſ- 
ſible to the light of evangelic truth? and 1 
hall thoſe who love his Perſon, and daily 9 
| pray, Thy KINGDOM cou, {lumber a:? 


| way their opportunities of co-operating © ©} 
with the Divine Providence in pouring the 8 


ſalutary beams of the Goſpel upon every 
portion of the globe where a door of accels' 
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* they ee acknowledge, that they are no 
church courts? 

To this 1 anſwer, -— That it 18 flatly denied 
that they ever exerciſed church power, or 
* ever pretended to do ſo. What is church 
power? Is it not that office authority, with 
which Chriſt, the only fountain of all de- 

legated authority in the churches, hath 1n- 
veſted the officers of a particular organized 
church, in their official relation to that 
church, to exerciſe their functions in it, 
and to diſcharge the duties of theſe func- 
tions towards its members. Now, where 
exiſts that particular organized church, in 
and over which they ever attempted to ex- 
erciſe church power? This objection ariſes 
from an exceeding great confuſion of ideas. 
Muft nothing be done by any for the ſpread- 
ing of Chriſt's kingdom in the world, but 
inſtantly it muſt be interpreted as an aſ- 
ſumption of church power, and an inva- 
ſion of clerical prerogative? Away with 
ſuch an outrage on common ſenſe. 
The juſt ſtate of the cafe is, — The end 
of the Miſhonary Societies is to provide 
the expenſive means of extending the Gof- 
pel to the lately diſcovered parts of the 
earth, which no little, inſulated ſociety, or 
church, could eaſily, or perhaps, at all pro- 
cure. The Directories, or acting members 
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of ſuch ſocieties are perſons put in public 
truſt by their conſtituents for procuring 


theſe means, — for managing the public mo- 
"nies, — for looking out for perſons diſpoſed 


to forego all for Chriſt and the intereſts of 


his kingdom, and properly qualified for 


teaching and preaching the Truths of the 


Goſpel to the objects of their miſſion, in 
their very peculiar circumſtances; - and 


publicly to deſignate or declare them ap- 
proved, and thus to diſmiſs them to their 
work with the joint prayers of the whole 
Society for their ſucceſs. What of the ex- 
erciſe of church power is in all this? 

The caſe is analogous to the following.— 

Let us ſuppoſe ſome religious gentlemen 
to have large eſtates and great inte reſt in 
the weſtern iſlands cf Scotland. Let us 
ſuppoſe theſe gentlemen, in their correſ- 
pondence with each other, to pity the igno- 
rant ſtate of the in! habitants in theſe parts, 
eſpecially on their own eſtates, and to agree 
to throw ſome hundreds into a public fund to 
convey to them and maintain among them, 
Schoolmaſters, Catechiſts, and Preachers of 
the everlaſting Goſpel, that they may be 


ſaved; and ſuppoſe the gentlemen to ex- 


amine their miſſionaries, and, having ap- 
proved them, to recommend them by 


er to the protection and bleſſing of 


Heaven. — 


1 N 


Heaven. — Would this be an invaſion of 
clerical power? Something ſimilar to this 
is done every year by the Society for pro- 
pagating Chriſtian knowledge in the High- 
lands. Was ever that Society accuſed of 
incroaching on the prerogatives of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, or of any other eccleſiaſti- 
cal court? | 


IV. If the queſtion be, — E 7he cons T1- 
TUTION of that Society lawful, ſcriptural, 
and conſonant to the rules of good order, in 
which perſons of different religious denomina- 
tions agree to coaleſce, expreſsly to carry more 
effeftually into execution any virtuous and bene- 
volent deſign which could not have ever been at- 
tempted at all without their mutual concurrence ; _ 
—to encourage one another in the proſecution of 
their common laudable purpoſe, both by free con- 
verſation, and by ſtated diſcourſes upon the ſub- 
ect and to implore by ſolemp prayer ſucceſs 
in, and the Divine bleffing upon their under- 
taking ? 

I anſwer this inquiry, in all its parts, 

firmly, in the AFFIRMATIVE. 


(r 3 It is a ſubject of 8 obſer- 
vation, and of bitter reflection, that the 
dividing 4 ſhould be e 19. ſucceſsful in his 

infernal 


1 


infernal ſtratagems to lacerate the body of 
Chriſt, and to keep thoſe wounds {till open 
and bleeding which he inflicted ſome cen- 
turies ago; and that Chriſtians, the moſt 
eminent for piety and attachment to the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, ſhould be moſt apt 
to take the alarm when a gracious Provi- 
dence is wiſely and mercifully effecting 
ſome openings toward making God's Jeda- 
diahs of different capacities and apprehen- 
lions better acquainted with one another's 
perſons and pious deſigns. How affecting 
is it to behold the deportment, and to hear 
the converſation of ſome valuable, and, in 
all other reſpects, moſt amiable Chriſtians! 
Becauſe the precious ones in the earth ha- 
ving neceſſarily different apprehenſions 
concerning ſome religious objects, ariſing 
from their educational prejudices, and from 
other obvious cauſes, cannot in conſiſtency M 
with truth, the glory of God, and their 
own edification, profeſs themſelves to be 
ONE BREAD by viſible Church communion, 

in one viſible church; therefore they raſh- 
ly think that they muſt have no religious 
communion at all in the joint performance 
of even the moral duties of prayer, praiſe, 


and mutual inſtruction. Men of pious, i 


but weak minds, cannot behold a — 
0 


r r RTF CC_____ 


313 


of Chriſtians, of different perſuaſions, Mini- 
ſters and others, combining to promote one 
pious deſign, approved by, and common to 
all, and doing as all Chriſtians ought to do 


in every caſe, imploring the divine bene- 


diction on their joint enterprize,— but in- 


ſtantly the idea of a viſible church-ſtate, 
and of viſible communion in a church-ſtate, 
ſtarts up in their minds, and they become 


alarmed leſt the peculiar doctrines or prac- 
tices of the religious denomination to 


which they belong, ſhouid ſuffer injury, 
or be interpreted as overlooked and {ct 
aſide as matters of little or no importance. 


But is there no difference between the 


MORAL WORSHIP of God, incumbent. 


upon all men, and eſpecially upon all 


. Chriſtians without diſtinction, and that 


INSTITUTIONAL WORSHIP which Chriſt 
hath appointed in, and appropriated to a 
goſpel church-ſtate, and to particular goſ- 
pel-churches ? Chriſtians may and ought, 
as occaſions invite, join together in the 
whole range of the moral worſhip of God; 


while, at the ſame time, they muſt not for- 
Hake the aſſembling of themſelves together 
in their reſpective churches ; and under 


thoſe inſtitutional ordinances which Chriſt 


hath appropriated to a goſpel church-ſtate, ; 
| B | 


they 


1 


they muſt make full, explicit, and practical 
profeſſion of all the doctrines and religious 
practices which are embraced by thoſe par- 
ticular churches reſpectively. The moral 
worthip of God, and that which is appro- 
priate to a goſpel-church, are by no means 
inconſiſtent and incompatible. Whoever 
dreamed of an inconſiſtency between pray- 
er and the Lord's ſupper? Whoever ima- 
gined any incongruity between joining 
with our fellow Chriſtians in both ? Yet 
the former may be performed every where, 
and upon every occaſion, lifting up holy 
hands; while the latter can only be per- 
formed in a goſpel church, unto the con- 
ſtitution of which an agreement in the 
articles of faith, worſhip, and order is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary and indiſpenſible, in or- 
der that her members may not mock God, 
and lie unto men, at the communion table, 
by profeſſing themſelves to be one body 
and one bread, while they are not. 


I..] FINIS FIGIT FORMA The defgn 
of every action, whether moral or reli- 
gious, conſtitutes its nature, and ſpecifi- 
cates its form. The intention of the erection 
of any ſociety, great or ſmall, civil or reli- 
- gtous, determines and ſpecificates the confii- 
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tution of that ſociety. Let us ſuppoſe that 
all the fincere and pious friends in all the 
churches of Europe to the Redeemer's 
perſon and kingdom, ſhould inſtitute a 
ee e and a beard for the expreſs 
purpoſe of communicating light and in- 
formation to one another upon ſubjects 


concerning which they preſently differ, in 
order to their nearer approach to harmony 
in their profeſſion of the faith, and a greater 
increaſe of love? Could the inſtitution of 
ſuch a board be condemned ? A communion of 
churches it might well be called, but the per- 
ſon who would denominate it church commu- 


nion, would betray a moſt miſerable confuſion 


of ideas, In ſuch a ſuppoſed caſe, would any 
of the reformed churches have juſt reafon 
to dread the ſhipwreck of truth, or the fall 
of their own particular creed, or even any 
article in it, without their own conſent, 


ariſing from conviction and the triumph 
of light in their underſtandings and con- 
ſciences? Would not ſuch a board be a 
public bleſſing to reformed Europe; and, 
inſtead of hazarding the truth or the pro- 
teſhon of it, would it not be a powerful 
mean to. diffuſe its evangelic rays, .and to 
Bk vp the flame not only of philan- 


1 thropy 


( 16 ) 


thropy, but of divine affection to the mem- 
bers of the ſame body in the boſom of 
every Chriſtian? Similar, it is more than 
probable, will the effects be of the inſtitu- 
tion of the Miſſionary Societies both at 
home and abroad. Correſpondence with 
perſons of different particular communions, 
and a participation of intereſt in the proſe- 
cution of the fame pious and benevolent 


deſigns, "muſt have a neceſſary tendency to 


increaſe both light and love, and to bring 
the general profeſſion of the Chriſtian faith 
to an infinitely greater degree of agree— 
ment with revelation, and of viſible har- 
mony in particular Chriſtian churches, 
than can be expected, while Chriſtian 
churches ſtand aloof from one another, 
and, drunk with an opinion of their own 
infallibility, look down with contempt, 
perhaps with hatred, upon one another. 


(Z.) The inſtitution of the Miſſionary 
Society can be juſtly conſidered in no other 
light beſides that of a great, a nece//ary, and 
a too long neglected PUBLIC CHARITY, the 
object of which is of the very highe/t im- 
portance, — the temporal happineſs and the 


eternal ſalvation of our brethren of the 


ſame family. The man who knows the 
a im- 


C87 1 


importance of ſalvation, and the value of k 
ſouls, cannot but reſpect it on account of | 
its end; and muſt give all. his ſcruples F 
about it, and his objections againſt it to 
the wind, as lighter than chaff. Let us | 
ſuppoſe a college or an hoſpital were pro- 
poſed to be built and endowed by volun- 
tary ſubſcription. —The INTENTION muſt | 
render the enterprize reſpectable, The firſt F 
is deſigned to cure mental ignorance, and 
the laſt to cure, or alleviate the misfortune 
of corporal blindneſs. Could any reaſon- 
ably object to the lawfulneſs and propriety F 
of either, or to the obligation he himſelf {# 
is under to become a contributor, if provi- 4 
dence have put it in his power? Would! 
he not declare himſelf a candidate for ano- 
ther kind of hoſpital, if he ſhould alledge | 
as the baſis of his objection that the one | 
half of the ſubſcribers were Epiſcopalians, | 
and the other half Preſpyterians, which is 
as unimportant to the common deſign, as | 
if he had ſaid, —the one half dreſs in wigs, | 
and the other prefer their native locks. | 
If it be ſtill inſiſted upon that an evan- | 
gelic miſſion ceaſes to be /awful, or at leaſt || 
expedient, in the circumſtance of its being 
conducted bygentlemen of various religious 
denominations, who muſt be thereby laid | 

| B 3 under | 


1 
under the neceſſity of joining in mixed wor- 
ſhip, or of praying, praiſing and diſcour- 
ſing together in the proſecution of the 
common caule. 

beg leave to diſtinguiſh here, as 1 have 
already done, between the moral worſhip of 
God, incumbent upon all men, eſpecially _ 
all Chriſtians ; and that peculiar, inſtitutional 
wor/hip which Chriſt hath appointed in and 


appropriated to every particular viſible goſ- 
pel church. I ſhall conſider both of theſe 


more particularly. 


With regard to the Fit, It muſt be ob- 


| vious to every one, that natural as well as 
revealed religion teacheth the obligation, 
| and enforceth the neceſſity of devoutly ac- 
| knowledging God in all our actions and 
| enterprizes, civil and religious. The 
| Author of our being, and of all our mer- 
| cies, requires this as a debt which we ne- 
ceſſarily owe him, and promiſes that we 
| ſhall not ſeek him in vain. In all thy ways 
i acknowledge him, and he will direct thy paths.* 

| It follows, therefore, that all who are 
| called upon by the word and providence of 
| God to unite in a common virtuous enter- 
| prize, ought to join in devoutly ſoliciting 
| aſſiſtance and direction in te proſecution | 


of 
*Prov. 1 6. 
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of it, and in earnefily aſking a bleſſing 
upon it, without any conſideration of the 
diverſity of their ſentiments concerning 
matters which, however important in them=- 
ſelves, are foreign to the common cauſe. 
What they devoutly do in this caſe, they 
tranſact as men, enterpriſing what is compe- 
tent to en, as ſuch: what is done hath no 
relation to church-communton, nor do they 
act in the character of church members, con- 
necting themſelves together in church- 
fellowſhip, or by any thing which impli- 
cates church-memberſhip. 

What is more common or more lawful 
than that ten or twelve men, who had 
never ſeen one another's faces before, 
{ſhould fit down at one common table for 
the expreſs purpoſe of refreſhment? Muft 
all theſe men repeat their creeds to one 
another, and be fully aſcertained that they 
agree in their religious belief, before they 
can agree to join in prayer for a bleſſing 
on their common repaſt? No; they met to 
dine as men, not to communicate as church- 
members. In caſe they ſuſpect the ortho- 
doxy of the creed of any of their fellow- 
gueſts, are they under a neceſſity, leſt they 
pollute their conſciences by mixed worſhip, - ' 
to ſeparate and dine in different apart- 


ments ? 


9 
under the neceſſity of joining in mixed wor- 
© ſhip, or of praying, praiſing and diſcour- 
ſing together in the proſecution of the 
common cauſe. 

Ü beg leave to diſtinguiſh here, as I have 
already done, between the moral worſhip of 
| God, incumbent upon all men, eſpecially 
all Chriſtians; and that peculiar, inſtitutional 
| 4vor/hip which Chriſt hath appointed in and 
| appropriated to every particular viſible goſ- 
{ pel church. 1 ſhall conſider both of theſe 
more particularly. 

With regard to the Fit, It mult be ob- 
| vious to every one, that natural as well as 
revealed religion teacheth the obligation, 
and enforceth the neceſſity of devoutly ac- 
knowledging God in all our actions and 
| enterprizes, civil and religious. The 
| Author of our being, and of all our mer- 
cies, requires this as a debt which we ne- 
| ceflarily owe him, and promiſes that we 
{ ſhall not ſeek him in vain. In all thy ways 
| acknowledge him, and he will direct thy paths.“ 
| It follows, therefore, that all who are 
| called upon by the word and providence of 
| God to unite in a common virtuous enter- 
| prize, ought to join in devoutly ſoliciting 
aſſiſtance and direction in the ene 
E des 7 
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of it, and in earneſtly aſking a bleſſing 
upon it, without any conſideration of the 
diverſity of their ſentiments concerning 
matters which, however important in ibem- 
ſelves, are foreign to the common cauſe. 


What they devoutly do in this caſe, they 


tranſact as men, enterpriſing what is compe- 
tent to men, as ſuch: what is done hath no 
relation to church-communton, nor do they 
act in the character of church members, con- 
necting themſelves together in church- 
fellowſhip, or by any thing which impli- 
cates church-memberſhip. 

What is more common or more lawful 
than that ten or twelve men, who had 
never ſeen one another's faces before, 
ſhould fit down at one common table for 
the expreſs purpoſe of refreſhment? Muft 


all theſe men repeat their creeds to one 


another, and be fully aſcertained that they 


agree in their religious belief, before they 


can agree to join in prayer for a bleſſing 
on their common repaſt? No; they met to 
dine as men, not to communicate as church- 
members. In caſe they ſuſpect the ortho- 


doxy of the creed of any of their fellow- 
gueſts, are they under a neceſſity, leſt they 
pollute their conſciences by mixed worſhip, 
to ſeparate and dine in different apart- 


ments ? 
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ments? or, to prevent this inconveniency, 
muſt they fit down like Atheiſts or beaſts, 
and omit prayer to avoid fellowſhip even in 
acts of moral worſhip with Chriſtians 
equally accepted as themſelves? Away 
with ſuch ludicrous impertinences ! 

With regard to the Second, I anſwer that 
no man, to whatever diſtin and particu- 
lar communion and church he may belong, 
can be expoled to mixed communion by 
the very ſtricteſt connections with the 
Miſſionary Society, or any other public 
charitable inſtitution on earth. The end 
and deſign of the erection of that Society is 


ſpecific, and infinitely diſtin from the in- 


tention of Chriſt in the inſtitution and 
erection of Chriſtian churches. The in- 


tention of the Miſſionary Society is to ſend 
forth perſons properly qualified and autho- 


rized to attempt the planting of the goſpel- 


ſtandard in the regions of darkneſs.— lt is not 
to adminiſter in it to its own members the ap- 
propriated ordinances of a goſpel church, 


particularly the ordinance of the Lord's Sup- 
per, participation in which in any church 
is the chief mean as well as the in/tituted 


teſt of communion among its members, 
Every particular member of the Miffionary 
| Society ought, in duty to God and his 


fellow 
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fellow church-members, to adhere moſt 
ſtrictly to his own church connections, 
in the devout obſervance of all thoſe inſti- 
tutions which are peculiar and appropriate, 
by the authority of Chriſt, to a goſpel 
church ſtate. 


V. If the enquiry be, I an evangelical Mif- 
fion lawful, proper, and agreeable to the rules of 
Goſpel order, when it is intended to be executed, 
and can only be executed by ſending forth Miſſion- 

aries of different denominations, who, in order io 
carry their Miſſion into execution, muſt be laid un- 
der the neceſſity, no!withflanding their preſent dif- 
ferent apprehenſions with reſpect to ſome religious 
ſubjects, of entering into a Goſpel-church ſlate, 
and of having communion in the joint participa= 
tion of theſe ordinances which belong to a Goſpel 


church, as ſuch, and imply that the members are 
one body and one bread ?. 


L anſwer, —That the caſe ſeems to me 
to be Fir to that of any number of 
perſons leaviug their native places, and their 
former religious church connections, to 
ſettle where there is, as yet, no Goſpel 
church erected, in a diſtant part of the 
world, upon a lawful and indiſputable call 
in the myſterious developements of Provi- 
dence, —Muſt ſuch a Society, in the ſup- 


poſed 
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poſed cireumſtances, condemn themſelves 
to a ſtate of ſecluſion from the Pale of the 
Catholic church of the Redeemer, from a 
viſible church ſtate,—and from the ſpiritual 
benefit of thoſe inſtitutions which Chriſt 
hath appropriated to it? No; certainly no! 
They have an unqueſtionable right, as 
Chriſtians, to the whole ſyſtem of ſalutary, 


- 


appropriated inſtitutions, which Chriſt hath 


ſanctioned by his authority, and bequeath- 
cd by his Teſtament to his church, in every 
place to the end of the world. They 

muſt, therefore, obſerving all the rules po. 
conſtitutions of the Divine Head of the 
church, with regard to the important ob- 
Jet, according to the peculiar circum- 
{tances in which his all-wiſe Providence 


hath fixed them, erect themſelves into a 


Goſpel church ſtate, in order unto the ſtated 


and al enjoyment of Goſpel inſtitu- 
tions for their own edification, and for the 


more effectual diffuſion of evangelic light 
among the unconverted inhabitants around 
them. 

The Miſſionaries, whoſe hearts the Spirit 
of the Lord hath inclined to go far hence 
unto the reſidue of our brethren Gentiles, 
muſt do the ſame, in order not only to en- 


Joy the means of their | own ſpiritual edifi- 


Cation 
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cation in a ſtated manner, but alſo to attain 
the end of their miſſion among the inhabi- 
tants of thoſe places where the myſterious 
openings of Providence may direct their 
way. The Goſpel muſt be expounded not 
only privately by catechiſts, but it muſt be 
preached publicly, and in virtue of office 
authority, with which He, who hath all 
power in heaven and earth, inveſts all thoſe, 
who are regularly called and commiſſioned 
according to apoſtolic order, to announce 
the Goſpel of Peace, and to preach among 
theGentilestheunſearchable riches of Chriſt. 
Baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper muſt be re- 
gularly and authoritatively diſpenſed, not 
only for their own benefit, but for the in- 
ſtruction of the poor heathen in their pre- 
ſent ſtate, and for the purpoſes of viſibly 
declaring their admiſhon into the Catholic 
church, and for confirming their faith in 
the truths of the Goſpel, when they ſhall | 
have profeſſed their cordial reception of 
them. The ordinance of the ſupper, eſpe- 


cially, is an ordiriance calculated by Infinite T g 


Wiſdom, and appropriated by mediatorial 
authority to the purpoſe of teaching the ig- 
norant Pagan as well as of confirming the 
faith ot the initiated Chriſtian. In that or- 
dinance, Chriſt ſpeaks to the eye of the Be- 
| holder, 
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holder, as well as to the ear of the Auditor. 
The whole myſtery of Redemption is com- 
prehended in it, and unvailed by it, to the 
eye of every witneſs to its adminiſtration. 
Init, Fe/us Chriſt is evidently ſet forth, in the 
fulneſs of his ſaving character, crucified be- 
fore every eye.* The public adminiftra- 
tion of the Lord's Supper, accompanied with 
” ajuſt and familiar expoſition of its nature 
and deſign, promiſes to be the moſt effectual 
means of enlightening the Heathen in the 
knowledge of the myſtery of redeeming 
love, through the once crucified, but now 
ll exalted Friend of the Gentiles, as well as of 
| the Jews. 
j Upon all theſe, as well as ſimilar accounts, 
the Miſhonaries, in order to execute their 
miſſion, are under the neceſſity of aſſociat- 
ing themſelves 1 into a church ſtate, accord- 
ing to the order which Chrift hath appoint- 
ed and ſanctioned by the example of the 
firſt churches in the apoſtolic age. 

Now, notwithſtanding all the apparent 
difficulties already enumerated, ariſing from 
_ diverſity of ſentiment concerning ſome leſs 
important objects which have ſerved, 
through the cunning of Satan, as Shibbo- 
== "hs of religious parties at home. The 
1 5 Miſſion- 
q Re # Gal. iii. I, 
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Miſſionaries, without abating one ace, in 


their attachment to what they reſpectively 
and conſcientiouſly hold to be truth, and 


with the utmoſt caſe and mutual comfort to 


themſelves, may organize themſelves into a 


church ſtate, upon the following plain 
principles, ſanctioned by ſcripture example, 
and ſupported by the invariable maxims of 
common ſenſe. | 


—— 
: j 


PRINCET FEE I. 


Let them DECLARE EXPLICITLY and FUL- 
LY by ſubſcription, or public aſſent, io an aſcer- 
tained ſyſtem of Articles, their hearty and une- 


quivocal agreement in the great lines of the Gof= 
Hel, of Goſpel-worſhip and of Goſpel-order. 

Agreement in the objects of faith and re- 
ligious practice among the members of 


every church, regularly conſtituted, is eſ- 


ſentially neceſſary unto the exiſtence of 
ſuch a Society. This, the Author flatters 


himſelf, he hath ſufficiently proved elſe- 


where,* and, for the purpoſe of brevity, 
ſhall here omit any repetition of the argu- 
N . ments 


„See the Author's SERMONS on Public Pows, and his 
Reyitw of Zcclefraſtical Eftabliſhmentss 


8 
ments already uſed for the conſirmation of 
this principle, —It is the prime baſis of all 
rational, ſcriptural, and ſafe coalition into a 
church nate ; ; and the principal foundation 
of mutual confidence and harmony, ſo eſ- 
lentially neceſſary to the preſervation of the 
union and the happineſs of all the members 


in their reſpective ſtations and ſpheres of 
action. 


PRINCIPLE II. 


Let them harmoniouſly reſolve upon and pro- 
miſe. the exerciſe of mutual forbearance of one 
another as to thoſe things which, according to. 
the meaſure of their preſent light, they cannot ſee. 
exactly in the ſame point of view, till, in the due 
uſe of inſtructing and informing. means, they can 
ſee them as with one eye, and be able to embrace 

them in faith as with one heart. | 
Ij!hbe juſtneſs and propriety of this princi- 
ple is capable of being demonſtrated from 
apoſtolic practice, from apoftolic precept, and. 
from the nature of the thing itſelf, on which 
the preſent practice of all the churches on 
earth, with reſpect to communion, is found- 
ed. 

I, The ;uficieſs and propriety of this 
prin- 
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principle may be demonſtrated from apoftalic 
practice. 

Every perſon who hath read and ſtudied 
the New Teſtament, muſt know, that the 
Gentile churches were never ſubjected to 
the Moſaic ritual, and that they viewed it 


as a yoke to which they neither could | 


nor would ſubmit : That by the death and 
reſurrection of Chriſt, the churches conſti- 
tuted of believing Jews were liberated from 
that ſame galling yoke: That, notwith- 
ſtanding their emancipation, theſe churches, 
laſt mentioned, ſtill practiſed the Jewich 
ritual themſelves, and inſiſted that the Gen- 
tile churches; in order to communion with 
them, ſhould do the ſame: And that theſe 
Jaſt-mentioned churches, though they re- 
jected the ritual of Moſes themſelves, never 
inſiſted upon the Jewiſh churches, that they 
ſhould do the ſame; in order to communion 
with them. How did the Apoſtles, direct- 
ed by infallible conduct, conduct themſelves 
in theſe embarraſſing circumſtances ? Did 
they let themſelves at the head of theſe con- 
tending churches, and thereby produce a 
ſchiſm in the Catholic church? Or, to avoid 


this rock, did they agree to adviſe one party, | 
all at once, to lay afide their conſcientious | 
ſcruples, and, fot the lake of peace, to | 
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yield the queſtion in diſpute unto the 
other? No: What courſe did they then 
ſteer? They taught the doctrine of brother- 
by love, and urged, by apoſtolic authority, 
the practice of forbearance, or abſtaining 
from reciprocally impoſing their ſentiments 
and practices on one another, till they 
thould at length be able to ſee as with one 
eye in theſe matters. —See a full proof of all 

| this in Paul's epiſtles to the churches of 
Rome and of Galatia, Rom. chap. iv. and 
Xv. Gal, chap. i. and v.— 


2. The truth of this principle may be 
made maniteſt from apoſtolical precept, 
The apoſtle of the nations, in his epiſtle 
to the church of Philippi, having exhorted 
her miniſters and members, as he had done 
thoſe of Rome and Galatia, to be aware of 
Jewiſh dictators, who deſired to impoſe 
their terms of communion, ſtrongly incul- 
_ cates two molt conſiſtent duties upon them, 
. viz. feady and unmoved adberence to the open 
profeſſion of thoſe truths, to the know- 
ledge of which they had attained; and 
bretherly forbearance with reſpect to thoſe of 
| their members, who had not yet arrived at 
their degree of certainty about thoſe doc- 
trines or practices, concerning which they 
en- 


entertained no ſcruples.— Let as many as be 
perfect be thus minded ; and if in any thing ye be 
otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this un- 
to you. Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already 
attained, let us walk by the ſame rule, let us mind 
the ſame thing,* 


3. The juſtneſs of this principle may be 
made to appear from the very nature of t he 
_ thing itſelf, on which the practice of all the 
churches on earth, with reſpect to commu- 
nion, is founded. 

The moſt intelligent and the beſt ee 
ed Chriſtians, while they are in this world, 
know but in part, and therefore can profeſs 
but in part. Theſe, therefore, who know | 
moſt, have no qualification to found the ar- | 
rogant claim of dictating the degree of 
knowledge and certainty which muſt exiſt | 
in others as a term of their communion 4 
with them. No; Chriſtians who are ſen- | 

fible, as Paul was, that they dare not count | 
themſelves to have apprehended, will be | 
the laſt to judge their weaker brethren, | 
whoſe advantages of knowing, and of 
making profeſſion of the truth, have not 
been equal to theirs. In a church ſtate, | 
therefore, ſo long as Chriſtians are of dif- | 
ID 3 C | ferent | 
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ferent ſtatures, there muſt ever be occaſion 
for forbearance, and for bearing one ano- 
ther's burdens, and ſo: fulfilling the law of 
Chriſt. The Divine Head of the church 1s 
the only Lord of the underſtanding and the 
conſcience. He hath delegated to none, of 
any character, a power of dictating to the 
underſtandings, and of controlling the con- 
ſciences of any of his profeſſed ſubjects. 

| Were not this principle really, though 
often inſen/ibly admitted in the practice of 
| churches, and of church- members, Chriſ- 
tian communion could not exiſt a moment 
among them. Though in every well re- 
gulated Chriſtian church, there be, and 
muſt be a general agreement in all the great 
lines of revealed truth, and of Chriſtian 
practice, of which they make joint profeſ- 
ſion, yet among two, three, or four hun- 
dred, or as many thouſand individuals, 

| there muſt be a diverſity of ſentiment with 
regard to many things which are generally 
| embraced or approved by the majority, per- 
| haps without any or much diſcuſſion. 
What do the minorities in this caſe? Do 
they ſeparate from the majorities, and thus 
proceed in endleſs ſchiſms and ſub-diviſions 
of parties? No, by no means. They have 
no 5 to do ſo, ſo long as the majorities 
1 | do | 
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do not vault into the throne of Chriſt, and, 
by making theſe things about which a di- 
verſity of ſentiment and apprehenſion ex- 
iſts, terms of Chriſtian communion, uſurp 
a dominion over the underſtanding, and a 
ſovereign controul of the conſcience. They 
muſt, after a Chriſtian manner, bear with 
the apprehenſions of the majorities. Ac- 
tuated by the ſpirit of Truth, who is always 
the ſpirit of love and of a ſound mind, they 
muſt hold up the evidence of thoſe truths 
which they approve unto the majority, 
with every degree of Chriſtian firmneſs ; 
and, having thus diſcharged their duty to 
God, to truth, and to their own conſciences, 
they muſt reſt ſatisfied and peaceful mem- 
bers of the ſociety, waiting and praying 
till God ſhall alſo reveal theſe truths unto 
their brethren. - - 
In the ſame manner preciſely muſt the 
Miſſionaries, at their landing in the place 
of their deſtination, coaleſce into a church- 
ſtate, and, having done ſo, conduct tbem- 
ſelves towards one another, as members 
of one and the ſame body. There is 
ſcarcely any thing ſingular in their caſe. 
The difficulties attending their aſſociation 
into a church-ſtate cxiſt_ at home, in the 
caſe of every new erection of a church, or 
1 even 
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even of a ſingle congregation ; and the ap- 
parent inconveniences attending the main- 
tenance of church-communion in their 
circumſtances are but fimilar to thoſe which 
are experienced in every Chriſtian aſſembly 
-upon the face of the earth, where the prin- 
ciple, under conſideration, is not carefully 
regarded, and practically applied. 


PRINCIPLE III. 

Having coaleſced into a church-ſtate ac- 
cording to the firſt principle, and having 
firmly eſtabliſhed the reſolution concerning 
mutual forbearance according to the ſecond, 
Let them mutually oblige themſelves, that no 
majority, at any time, Hall impoſe their ſenti- 
ments or practices upon any minority, who de- 
clare that they cannot, as yet, conſcientiouſly 
and in faith, think or act with the majority, 

The evidence of this principle is apparent 
from what has been ſaid above. No ſociety, 
civil or religious, can exiſt when a part, 
though it be the majority, aſſumes a power 
which the whole ſociety could not Pale, 
3 e —t 
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—the power of diQatorially preſcribing 


to the underſtandings and controuling the 


conſciences of the minority. Majorities may 
think and believe—but they do both only 
for themſelves. In regard to all ſubjects, 


 whereunto the minority have not previouſ- 


ly yielded their aſſent and conſent, their 


duty conſiſteth only in holding up the 


light of evidence to them, in bearing with 


them, and in waiting till evidence produce 
conviction, and effect a voluntary ſurren- 


der of the underſtanding and conſcience to 


the triumphant energy of Divine Truth.— 
. Truth, and not men, muſt reign in every 
ſociety, where conſcience, and not intereſt, 


15 concerned. 


1 


PRINCIPLE IV. 


Having eſtabliſhed the three former 


principles, as effential to the conſtitution of 


their church ſtate; — Let them unanimouſly 


agree, and firmly reſolve, That no minority, 


let their qualifications © be ever © ſo diflinguiſbed, 


at any time notre off Jp, or art- 


Fully 


3 | 
fully attempt to innovate or impoſe upon the ma- 
jority any peculiar ſentiments or practices, not 
formerly approved and generally received. 

This principle is of equal importance 
with any of the former. Schiſms have more 
Frequently originated from the wrong di- 
rection of men's paſſions, than from the 
miſapprehenſions of their underſtandings, #® 
or the wrong bias of their conſciences. 
Querulous, haughty, or artful individuals *? 
-in churches have often aſſumed a right of 
controul over the majority, and have ſhaken 
religious ſocieties to the very centre. The 
caſe was ſuch even in the apoſtolic 
churches, . and has been fatally realized in 
every ſucceeding age. Warned by the 
experience of many centuries, the Miſ- 
ſionaries to the iſles afar off will ſee the 
neceſſity of adopting this, as well as the 
other principles, which 1 have venturcd to 
lay down and to 1]luftrate. Ri 

In fine, had all Chriſtians of public and 
private characters attended carefully to 
theſe few axioms, or principles of common 
ſenſe, many, if not the moſt, of thoſe 
ſhameful ſchiſms, thoſe diviſions and ſub- 
diviſions, which have diſgraced Chriflian 
churches in all ages, would have been 
. avoided, May peace be within Jeruſalem's 
fu 1 5 | walls, 


* 


walls, and proſperity within her palaces ! 
May the God of peace ever preſide in 
your aſſembly, and make your miniftra- 
tions a bleſſing to thoulands! I am, 


REVEREND AND VERY DEAR SIR, 


YOUR AFFECTIONATE*” BROTHER, 


Neath W. GRAHAM. 
Sept. 29th, 1796. 


* 


p—_— 


— 


— — — —— 


1 — Es 
* LERNER RE 210 


N 
N 
* 


n 


DER 


* 
— 
Py 


Y 25 


1 1 P 
r 3 
6 3 N " 


